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later, the nature of the British operations took on a form which
defies brief description. It consisted of a series of attempts to
round up a few bold partisan leaders who, being practically
unfettered by the factors usually limiting the activities of armed
bodies of men, were free to wander at their will over all the
vast theatre of war. The course of the fighting is therefore as
hard to summarise now as it was in those days to forecast,
and the story of the last phase of the war tends to degenerate
into a detailed and wearisome narrative of petty combats
without any apparent interconnection and leading to no
measurable result. We can only briefly describe the policy
and methods of dealing with the military situation arising from
the Boer adoption of guerrilla tactics, and summarise the
fortunes of the more prominent hostile chiefs during the period
under review.
On his assumption of command Kitchener found himself
faced with a potential force of some 50,000 Boers, of whom
little more—probably considerably less—than one half were
ever in the field at any given moment. The numbers at his own
disposal were never less than four times these figures ; and by
May 1901, when the British recruiting effort had reached its
maximum, he had close on 250,000 men under his command.
Of these, however, only two-thirds were available for field
service, and a good half of these again were permanently
immobilised in garrison or other duties. Of the remaining
80,000, by far the greater proportion were mounted troops;
but they were by no means of equal, nor all of high, military
value, as a series of unhappy incidents were to show in due
course.
Kitchener's methods of dealing with the situation before
him were based on two devices—the; blockhouse system and
the drive. Both were interdependent, and were gradually
extended and developed as time went on into a very elaborate
and complete system which in the end proved effective for the
task in hand, though it brought us few spectacular successes
such as the capture of the more famous Boer leaders in the
field.
Blockhouses, which were small forts of corrugated iron and
earth surrounded by barbed wire, were first erected to protect
the main railway lines, but later their number was multiplied ;
the intervals between them were reduced to a few hundred
yards and blocked by wire and continuous trenches; and a
barrier was thus erected capable of preventing an enemy band
not merely from cutting, but from crossing the railway line,
whether in advance or retreat. A further development of the
system was its extension to main roads and tracks across the

